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About Cindy
• Associate Professor at Northern Illinois 

University

• PhD in Instructional Technology from Purdue 
(2010)

• 4th/5th grade teacher (1996-1998)

• Teaching using technology since 1994

• Teaching teachers online since 2004

• Working with a combination of mathematics, 
active learning, and technology since 2015 



What is a TACTivity?
• A tactile activity that encourages collaboration and engagement.

• Tactile (movable pieces)

• Actively engages students

• Can be used to help teach or to review a concept

• Most are designed for groups of 2-4 students

• Often self-checking

• Very few (if any) directions needed

• No moves are permanent



Virtual TACTivities
• Tactile learning activities created with active learning in mind.

• TACTivities were originally made to be pieces of paper that you 
could move around in front of you on a table. 

• We have modified TACTivities into virtual since the COVID-19 
pandemic and as a way to reach other remote or virtual 
attendees/learners. 

• There are a number of technology tools you can use and we will 
demonstrate two of them later on – Desmos and Padlet. But Google 
Slides, PPT, and other easy to use tools can be used as well. 



Try one!

• Country and fun fact TACTivity



Discussion on TACTivities

• How could these TACTivities be used to increase interaction and 
communication among your students? 

• How could they be used to help develop critical thinking skills?

• What mathematics lends itself to a TACTivity? 



https://tinyurl.com/TACTivity



Current Events TACTivity
https://tinyurl.com/CurrentEventTACTivity





Share on Desmos

• What current events lend themselves to TACTivities? What other 
ideas of current events include real life mathematics and that could 
be turned into a TACTivity to help teach students about both 
mathematics and current events? Go here to share! 



https://tinyurl.com/TACTivity

Padlet
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